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Brutus Bash 2014 Photos 

 

The 2014 Brutus Bash is in the books, and I think it’s safe to say everyone had a great 

time.  There was a terrific turnout this year, a lot of operating, and a lot of comraderie! 

 

 
 

The 30ft Jackite pole holding up WA0ITP’s “wahr” – Hope you get lots of good use out 

of that pole, Terry! (Photo by K5EST) 
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It’s not all about operating at Brutus!  Thanks for the terrific dinner Saturday night 

Johnny! (Photos by NQ0M) 
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Terry, WA0ITP, hard at work (Photo by NQ0M) 

 

 
Look at all those antennas in a row! (Photo by NQ0M) 
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It just wouldn’t be Brutus unless someone flew a “skyhook” (Photos by W0PFO) 
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The Alexloop drew a lot of attention (Photo by WG5F) 

 

 
Tom banging out the CW, as always! (Photo by WG5F) 
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Looks like armchair copy there for Johnny (Photo by WG5F) 

 
 
I’m not sure how many total contacts were made at Brutus.  I myself made a few phone 

contacts Saturday night with the FT-817, but to me, Brutus is not about operating as it is 

getting together with old friends and making new ones!  And in the best ham radio 

tradition, I think we all managed to help out one another, whether it was programming a 

complicated HT, setup, teardown, whatever!  All the best parts about the 4-States QRP 

group packed into one short weekend. 

 

Hope to see you all next September! 

 

 

Strange Strays – Unc Phil, W0XI 

 

I’m guessing we’ve all received WEIRD questions about radio/noises from non-ham 

friends or someone we’ve recently met. Here’s one I received in an unsolicited email 

today.  

 

“This might sound crazy - but I have a need that I think you can help with. I have a need 

for a sensor to detect ultrasonic in my house. My dog seems to be troubled by something 

we are unable to hear - so we can't remove the problem. Do you have any sensor that I 

could use to detect whether an inaudible sound is present, and hopefully to locate it? This 

occurs only on the 1st floor - she is OK when taken upstairs or outside. Would the 

oatmeal box work? Or something else? Please let me know whether you have something 

that could be used for this purpose.” 
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I must admit that he has a potential problem. I do know that some animals, but not us, 

hear into the ultrasound and infrasound ranges, above and below our normal hearing 

range. I explained that an ultrasound sensor needs to be added to an electronic receiver, 

like a direct conversion RX, so that say a 30 kHz tone (which we humans can’t hear) can 

be converted into our audio range so it can be heard. I’m guessing that this explanation 

caused his eyes to glaze over. But who knows, maybe he’s a physicist and it was a perfect 

answer. It might be interesting for us (in ham radio) to collect a bunch of these questions 

from non-hams. Do you recall any?  

 

Another email I received about six months ago came from a guy in California, wondering 

if ultrasound could be used for ghost-busting. True story! I said I didn’t think so. I do 

know that some enthusiasts have experimented with infra-sound in this “field.” Was that 

you Wayne; or, was it Johnny? Hi. 
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B&E Antenna Teardown – W0CH 

 

On Saturday, September 27, members of 4SQRP met at Eileen's home near Grove, OK to 

remove the antennas of Bob Ball, KL7AH, who passed away a few months ago.  Eileen is 

the better half of the famous "B & E team" who kitted the 4SQRP HF Test Set Kit and 

shipped the Clear Top Tins.  Bob was one of the old-time hams who had been licensed 

since the early 1950's and worked as a commercial radio technician for his whole 

professional career.  Both Bob and Eileen were regular participants at the monthly Seneca 

4SQRP luncheon gatherings. 

 

Bob's antenna farm consisted of a large Wilson tri-band beam on a 35 foot Rohn tower, 

plus a end-fed long wire that ran from the primary tower to a second tower on the west 

end of the property. 

 

4SQRP members Bill Dekle KV6Z, David Bixler W0CH, David Bixler II (no call) and 

Thomas Bixler KC0AUU responded to Eileen's call for help. 

 

We rented a bucket lift to lower the beam, which was on the tower at the rear of the 

house.  The lift with a reach of over 50 feet was able to reach out over the house and 

gently lower the beam to the ground.   David Bixler II, who works in construction, 

operated the lift for us, assisted by his brother Thomas Bixler KC0AUU on the tower.  

 

After the beam removal, the tower was disassembled and removed, one section at a time.  

The bucket lift was roped to the tower section being removed, while Thomas utilized an 

automobile floor jack to force the sections apart.  Thomas was belted onto the tower 

while David II controlled the lift. 

 

Bill Dekle KV6Z and David Bixler W0CH disassembled the beam, coiled wires and did 

other ground-based chores as needed.  Eileen provided a fine lunch and lots of cool 

drinks. 

 

The operation went smoothly and Eileen is now relieved of the responsibility for the 

antennas. 

 
Ed. Note: Speaking from personal experience, lots of XYL’s face this type of situation 

upon the death of their spouse.  David’s crew did a wonderful thing for Eileen, and 

considering how all of us don’t know what tomorrow will bring, I would highly 

recommend making sure your spouse knows what you want to happen in that situation! 
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Dan – KB6NU’s Column 

Twitter: another tool in the ham radio toolbox 

By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU 

 

It all starts innocently enough. You get a computer to do your logging, and before you 

know it, you're working digital modes. Then, you snake an Ethernet cable down to the 

shack or connect to your wireless router. Pretty soon, you can't do without having a 

browser window open to one of the DX clusters or ReverseBeacon.Net or QRZ.Com or 

all three simultaneously. 

 

Well, now's there another Internet service that I can't do without down in the shack: 

Twitter! I get on Twitter all the time now when I'm in the shack, and I love it. It's truly 

enhanced my amateur radio experience. 

 

One of the ways it's done this is by bringing me all kinds of interesting technical 

information. I not only follow @hackaday and @DIYEngineering, and @EDN.Com, but 

a bunch of hams who are doing fun things. I hate to list some, for fear of leaving some 

out, but I will give a shout out to @NT7S, @AA7EE, @mightyohm, @caulktel, 

@LA3ZA. There's even @HiramPMaxim (the P stands for "parody"). If you go to my 

blog at KB6NU.Com and search for "From my Twitter feed," you'll find links to some of 

the most interesting Tweets that have found their way to me. 

 

I'm also following a couple of amateur radio retailers. Today, for example, 

@DXEngineering is offering $55 off the RigExpert AA-54 Antenna Analyzer. 

 

I also use it to get information about weather conditions and band conditions. For 

example, I follow @edvielmetti, who is KD8OQG. He's always tweeting about local 

severe weather. A Tweet from him gets me to turn on my 2m radio to monitor the local 

SkyWarn net. 

 

As far as band conditions go, I throw out a Tweet, asking about band conditions, and in 

seconds, I'll get reports from my followers here in the U.S. and around the world. I try to 

do my part as well. When I fire up the rig, I'll Tweet out a report of how the bands seem 

to me. 

 

While all of this is great, it's really all about the people. I currently have more 2,200 

followers and I follow more than 900. I would never have met some of these hams if it 

wasn't for Twitter, and I have since worked several of them on the air after first meeting 

them on Twitter. Last May, we had a "Tweetup" at the Dayton Hamvention. There were 

at least 20 of us there. How cool is that? 
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Twitter isn't for everyone, but I'd encourage you to give it a try. I'm having a lot of fun on 

Twitter, and I think you will, too. If you do set up a Twitter account, please follow me, 

@kb6nu. If you mention that you read this column, I'll be sure to follow you back. 

 

 
When not Tweeting about his latest amateur radio exploits, you'll find KB6NU working 

30m CW or teaching ham radio classes. If Twitter isn't your thing, you can still follow 

him by reading his blog at www.kb6nu.com. 

 
 

 
 

From The Editor 

Finding time vs Making Time 

 

Here it is, my second edition of The Banner as editor.  As I write this, I find myself 

thinking about time – as in, there just are not enough hours in the day!  I admit, I’ve got it 

better than most – I work from home, so my commute to work consists of the 10ft walk 

from my bed to my desk.  But even with that, it seems difficult to find the time for all the 

things I want to do!  I find myself almost never sitting down at the radio desk unless it’s a 

major contest weekend, and it’s been months since I sat down at the table to work on one 

of the kits in my pipeline! 

 

Between the 9 to 5 day job (which often stretches out even longer), weekly nights playing 

pool, my duties with the local CERT team (I’m the Admin Coordinator as well as the 

Communications Leader), and the required time spent with the XYL (HI HI), “finding” 

the time to get on the radio becomes difficult to do.  I think the last HF contact I made 

under my own call was December 2013! 

 

So here’s my pledge.  Instead of trying to *find* time, I’m going to *make* the time.  

I’m going to start getting on the air more.  I *am* going to get back the code skill I once 

had.  And then, I’m going to join you guys in the fun! 

 

What tricks or other things do the rest of you do to make the time?  I’d love to see a 

discussion about this aspect of the Hobby go on somewhere! 
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Four State QRP Group 

is meeting at the Country Cupboard  

Restaurant in downtown Seneca, Mo. This is 

one of the locations that 4SQRP folks gather. 

 
The Country Cupboard has a nice menu and they  

have a separate meeting room we can use. 

The Country Cupboard restaurant is located in the first block north of the blinker light in downtown 

Seneca.  From Barney's, head north on Cherokee Street (that's the main street of town).  Go across the 

railroad tracks and keep going past the blinker light stop. 

The restaurant is located at 1038 Cherokee street, on the west side of the street.   

 

Caution:  If you are headed north, do not make a left "J turn" into a parking spot.  "J turns" are illegal in the 

downtown area.   Keep going north past the restaurant till you reach the residential area north of downtown 

where a "U turn" is permitted.  Make a U turn there (it's a wide street) and come back to the parking in 

front of the restaurant. 

Our group is an informal organization with no officers, no rules, no dues or any other things to get in the 

way of having fun with QRP. We get-together monthly for lunch and the sharing of ideas and 

information, parts swapping and just plain fun on our normal third Saturday of a month. 

All ham radio amateurs (or prospective hams) are invited to participate. 
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The Four State QRP Comfortable nets meet each Wednesday night beginning at 7:30 PM CDT, 
0030z. 

 
Note: on Nov 6 we'll be on CST. 

 
If we have to QSY, I like to move up, Wayne likes to move down, and Dick doesn't have to move 

much at all. 
 

Add anything to the exchange that you wish, temp rig, ant, etc. Checking into all sessions is 
encouraged. 

 
7:30 CDT 0030z ... 40M CW Net on 7122, KCØPMH NCS 
8:00 CDT 0100z ... 80M CW Net on 3564, WAØITP NCS. 
8:30 CDT 0130z ... 40M CW Net on 7122, KCØPMH NCS 

9:00 CDT 0200z ... 80M PSK Net on 3580.5, NØTGR  
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Thursday mornings ~ 8 to 8:30am 

A gathering of CW ops are having fun on 

7.122 MHz 

....and you are invited! 
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