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From the Editors Desk: A couple of years ago I was approached and asked to take on 

the Banner Newsletter.  At the time I was still working and did not think I could give it 

the dedication that it deserves.  Well now that I am retired, I have stepped up and will 

give it my best to produce the Banner once again.  I want to thank Walter, K5EST for all 

the work he put into The Banner for many years and hope that I can follow in his 

footsteps.  I plan to start off with a quarterly issue.  As time goes on it may become a bi-

monthly issue. 

 

Just a little background for those who don’t know me; I am the co-founder (along with 

Dave, NFØR) of the St. Louis QRP Society.  For over 31 years we have produced a 

monthly newsletter for our club.  That is a lot of newsletters.  I hope this experience will 

be extended here. 

 

Much of the success of a club news publication is the contributions of original material 

from the members.  The Banner has always contained good original articles and it is my 

hope that continues.  Articles relating to QRP on circuits, kits, construction practices, 

antennas, field operations, SOTA events, etc. are subjects to share with everyone. 

 

So I hope you enjoy the first issue. 

 

de Keith, KCØPP 
 

Ozark QRP Banner 

 



Ozarkcon 2019  
A Success of Variety 

 
This year’s Ozarkcon was the expanded result of an experiment of the 2018 Ozarkcon. 
The experiment was, combining of talent of groups, ie, SOTA (Summits on the Air) and 
members of the ARRL. The number of “first timers” last year pushed me to continue the 
combining of talents. 
 
The 2019 Ocon was combining talents of SOTA, DMR, ARRL members, historical radio 
presentations, 3D printing/pc board design, care of your telescopic poles for masts, 
SOTA, Build-A-Thon, Ozarkcon University, and the treasure of the audio world, Bob Heil 
for our Friday night banquet. A total of volunteers helping with Ocon ‘19 exceeded 24 
great workers and we even had non-members of 4SQRP helping and our generous prize 
drawing vendors that helped many take home a free kit. Attendance 203 and 21 states 
were represented. 
 
How do we produce Ozarkcon with a simple $10.00 registration fee which included 2 free 
tickets for the prize drawings, a free private QRP breakfast and lunch and the all day 
Saturday schedule of presentations? Simple, we have a huge amount of design 
engineers/kitters that give many hours of volunteer work to produce the QRP kits. The 
volunteer hours have not been metered but I know from years of experience, the number 
would be staggering which allows 4SQRP to be a No Dues Group. Now you can see how 
the online registration is the tool for setting up seating and food orders. Walk-ins are 
welcome but a large number of walk-ins can crash any of the planning stages which are 
in concrete 10 days prior to the event. 
 
This year’s Ocon had a host of St Louis QRP Society members helping in key positions. 
This alliance with SLQS I believe is benefitting both organizations. 
 
Ozarkcon 2020 is set to be another historic event, see you in Branson April 3-4, 2020! 
 
73: Walter Dufrain - K5EST - Coordinator for Ozarkcon 2018 & 2019 

 

 

 
Buyer Beware 
 
In recent years there have been many radios from China appearing on the market.  From VHF/UHF 
and most recently QRP HF radios.  These appear to be great bargains.  However, the specifications do 
not mention the radio is FCC Type Accepted.  Some have been reported to have very poor transmit 
signals that may not pass type acceptance.   
This is not to discourage purchasing these radios, just to make everyone aware.  Do your homework! 

 



Coming Soon! 

As introduced at OzarkCon 2019.  The latest kit from the Four States QRP Group. 

Designed by David Cripe, NMØS. 

 

 

 

The Nouveau 75 is directly inspired by Dave Benson K1SWL’s Retro 75 transceiver.  A QRP 

AM transceiver for 75 meters phone, this was the last kit from Dave’s Small Wonder Labs 

before his retirement, and it became an instant classic.  The prices offered for the few 

examples that appear on eBay shows that the interest in this little rig remains high, nearly 20 

years after its introduction.  Because of this, the Four-State QRP group has long contemplated 

introducing an updated version. 

 

A common problem that QRP builders encounter when attempting to recreate an older classic 

rig is the problem of obsolescence of critical parts.  In this case, the modulation transformer 

was a critical component of the original Retro 75 that could no longer be sourced.  After 

unsuccessfully trying to find an alternative source, the decision was made to start over with a 

blank-page design - the Nouveau 75. 

 



While Dave’s original design was crystal controlled, the availability of low-cost frequency 

synthesis circuitry has advanced a lot in the intervening years.  Since we have had success 

with using an Si5351 PLL on the Hilltopper, we decided using one in this new radio would be a 

practical choice.  As the Si5351 requires a microcontroller for operation, it is then a minor task 

to add a digital display to provide a frequency readout of the rig.  The Nouveau 75 is equipped 

with a 4-digit LED showing frequency to the nearest 1 kHz. 

 

The power amplifier is a robust IRF510 operating in Class-E, delivering a full 5 watts of carrier 

at better than 90% efficiency.  All harmonics are measured at better than -45 dBc. 

 

The function of the modulator in an AM transmitter is to provide a power signal to the PA that 

varies in a positive and negative direction according to the voice signal applied.  A modulation 

transformer driven by a Class B audio amp has been the traditional choice in AM transmitters, 

but an alternative was chosen which did not require the transformer.  A Class-G power 

amplifier was designed, with one transistor providing the PA voltage from 12 volts to zero, and 

another transistor providing the swing from 12 volts to 24 volts.  An innovative first, featured 

exclusively in the Nouveau 75, the 24 volt power is bootstrapped from the modulator output, 

eliminating the need for a separate 24 volt supply.  This permits the Nouveau 75 to have +/- 

100% modulation with very high efficiency, never exceeding 5 watts of total dissipation among 

all of the power electronics at full power out.  The power circuitry is well heat-sunk, and has 

been tested at continuous operation at 100% modulation to keep semiconductor temperatures 

at safe levels. 

 

This kit includes a prewired handheld microphone as a standard feature. 

 

The receiver utilizes a three pole IF filter, using 2.0 MHz ceramic resonators.  A TA7642 - the 

same three pin IC used in the Murania receiver - provides IF amplification, AM detection, and 

AGC.  MDS has been measured at approximately -100 dBm.  A NJM2113 audio amplifier 

drives a built-in speaker or optional headphones.  The front panel LED dims with AGC level, 

and also flickers on modulation peaks, allowing the operator to set the microphone gain. 

 

The Nouveau 75 includes a rugged PCB enclosure in an attractive matte black finish - a 

4SQRP first! 

 

The Nouveau is set up to transmit anywhere inside the voice subband of 75 meters, but the 

receiver can tune anywhere from 3.0 to 6.5 MHz to permit listening to shortwave broadcasts as 

well. 

 



 

 

A rig with these features is more complex than previous 4SQRP offerings, with about 130 

electrical components.  4SQRP is taking a different approach with this kit.  Large components 

like electrolytic capacitors, power transistors, toroids, switches, and connectors are through 

hole, but all the small passives and transistors are SMT, and pre-installed.  There are roughly 

30 large through-hole components and 30 hardware items in the kit, leaving approximately 6 

hours of assembly for the builder.  By having these small components pre-installed, this 

eliminates one of the biggest headaches for both the builders and our 4SQRP volunteer kitters 

- trying to read the values on dozens of tiny ceramic capacitors and count and sort them 

without mistake. 

 

If you have never experienced AM on the ham bands, it is a real treat.  Voices sound very 

natural, and conversations are relaxed without the listener fatigue that comes with distorted 

SSB.  The Nouveau 75 is a great entry-level rig to give AM a try. 

 

 

 



TAKING THE HIGH ROAD TO OZARKCON 

 

By Paula Uscian K9IR 
 

As evidence of the close connection between Ozarkcon, the QRP community, and the 
Summits on the Air (SOTA) program, I attended my first Ozarkcon this past April following 
several SOTA QSOs over the last year with John Watkins, NØEVH. John is the manager of 
the 3 regions in SOTA's USA – Missouri association. 
 

If you've been to Ozarkcon, you've likely heard of SOTA. Started in 2002, it's “an award 
scheme for radio amateurs that encourages portable operation in mountainous areas.” 
http://www.sota.org.uk/.” Before you start thinking about oxygen bottles and sherpas, know that 
“SOTA has been carefully designed to make participation possible for all Radio Amateurs and 
Shortwave Listeners - this is not just for mountaineers!” 
 

 
 

NØEVH does all the work while I “supervise.” (Photo courtesy WD9F) 

http://www.sota.org.uk/


 

I'd had my sights on Missouri and Arkansas for a while, as both states have an abundance of 
SOTA summits, and those closest to my home QTH outside Chicago, IL are within a day's 
drive. When John suggested I consider going to Ozarkcon this year, that sealed the deal—I'd 
combine the trip to the convention with activating several summits in MO and AR. 
 

Initially I arranged to arrive in Branson the Wednesday before Ozarkcon, stay through Sunday 
and focus on activating several of the nearby summits before and after the convention. 
Knowing that weather this time of year can be tricky, I also monitored the forecasts. When I 
saw a nice break in the wx starting the weekend before Ozarkcon, I booked some days in 
Ironton, MO to operate from several summits in that area. 
 

NØEVH didn't just sell me on the idea of attending Ozarkcon. John also was an excellent 
personal concierge. He recommended not only several summits to consider in both areas, but 
also where I could find reasonable accommodations and who to contact in the SOTA 
community for additional information about accessing certain summits. His help made my pre-
trip planning much easier. 
 

I tend to be ambitious when entering a new summit-rich environment. I want to activate as 
many summits as I can, as the drive from northern Illinois to any summit can be quite long. I 
acquired a De Lorme Missouri Atlas (but made the mistake of failing to get one for Arkansas!), 
consulted the online SOTA summits database, selected the summits I'd try to activate, made a 
few topographic maps to use with the GPS on my 8” tablet, and printed out driving directions 
and access information. I was ready to activate and conquer! 
 

The summits around Ironton are part of the Saint Francois Mountains and contain the highest 
points in Missouri, including the tallest, Taum Sauk Mountain. During my planning, I was 
pleasantly surprised to discover that several of the summits are “drive-up,” meaning I could get 
very close to the summit activation zone (the area that qualifies for a valid operation) by 
vehicle and carry my station gear from there. Don't misunderstand me – one of the attractions 
of SOTA is the combination of getting your 10,000 steps a day and playing radio. However, the 
drive-ups would make it much easier for me to both get those in steps while fulfilling my 
mission to activate as many summits as possible. 
 

My ambitions were temporarily dashed on Day 1 of my trip when a hard rainfall persisted 
through my arrival in the Ironton area. I had to pass up activating Knob Lick, but the rain 
relented sufficiently for me to literally cross the road from the appropriately named Shepherd 
Mountain Inn and walk up a mile or so to activate Shepherd Mountain before the sun set. 
 

To balance my exertions each day, I combined summits requiring a hike with those where I 
could drive up. I started my first full day with a 7 mile round trip hike to Bell Mountain. The wx 
was perfect – sunny with brisk temperatures. The trail to the summit is an enjoyable hike, but 
that day it was fairly muddy in many sections from the rain. I was glad to have the additional 
stability my hiking poles provided. The summit area itself is nice and flat, with several trees to 
support antennas. Several short spur trails take one out of the woods to the summit's edge to 
enjoy some great views. 



 

I caught a break going to nearby Johnson Mountain. Normally the forest road is gated partway 
in, necessitating a 4 mile round trip hike to the summit. However, when I arrived the gate was 
open and I was able to drive all the way to the top, where I discovered National Forest Service 
workers busy clearing timber. After operating from Johnson, I used the saved time to stop back 
at the hotel and gather further intel on certain summits from Tim, the most helpful hotel 
manager. I then drove out to complete the first day's “unfinished business” and operate from 
Knob Lick. 
 

Another exciting aspect of SOTA is the opportunity to activate a summit for the first time. Less 
than 25% of the over 125,000 defined summits have been activated. I try to activate “new 
ones” whenever possible, as it gives chasers another unique summit in their totals, and let's 
face it – it's fun being the first to operate, whether from a new DX entity of a new summit. 
Using a phone app called Land Glide, Tim had showed me a road that led all the way to Brown 
Mountain – an ATNO summit! The road followed the property lines of the private parcels on 
either side. During recon the previous day,  I'd seen this private gated road (with the gate 
open). I had plenty of daylight after returning from Knob Lick, so “Carpe diem! Let's give Brown 
Mountain a shot!” 
 

The gate was still open, and no properties were posted as I drove to the broad activation zone, 
set up and quickly self-spotted on SOTAwatch. Thank you to the 13 (lucky?) chasers who 
called me on short notice and enabled a first-time activation of this summit. 
 

 
 



Only 2 more QSOs needed to qualify the activation! (Photo courtesy WD9F) 
The most challenging summit during this segment of the trip was Church Mountain because it 
involved an short bushwack through thick thorn bushes to an old logging road, followed by a 
longer bushwack through half-hidden ankle-rolling rocks after the road ended. I scheduled this 
excursion for my last day in Ironton to let the rainwater drain off and the ground dry out. The 
hiking poles saved me more than once from ending up on my keister, and the PDF map I'd 
created as part of my planning (using caltopo.com) let me stay found. 
 

Like other ham radio activities, another fun aspect of SOTA is activating summits with your 
friends. Until this trip, all my activations had been solo efforts. I'm not anti-social, but haven't 
yet found in the Chicago area any hams as crazy as me to hike several miles (sometimes in 
sub-freezing temperatures), set up a portable station and operate. If you'll pardon me for 
saying this, at Ozarkcon, we crazies are in abundance! 
 
A small group of us – John NØEVH, Gary W0MNA, Martha W0ERI, Frank KD0MQO, Tim 
N9PUZ and Woody WD9F – executed our plan to activate Webster County High Point and 
Romance Lookout, and try for some summit to summit (S2S) QSOs en route to Branson. The 
next day, in the midst of some sketchy wx, our group jointly activated both Whitney Mountain 
and Pilot Knob. Everyone made the required minimum 4 QSOs for a qualifying activation, but 
as the photo shows, it took a bit of teamwork on Pilot Knob to complete those Qs between rain 
drops! 
 

 
 



WD9F, N9PUZ and NØEVH make me look good (Photo courtesy WD9F) 
My ambitions overtook me on Friday, and I traveled into Arkansas to activate three 8 point 
summits – Yates, Hare and Health Mountains. Only Hare required a hike, a beautiful 4+ mile 
out and back along a well-marked segment of the Ozark Highlands Trail. The activation zone 
contains a back country campsite with a picnic table, and I felt luxurious setting my KX-3 and 
logbook on a nice flat surface as I sat comfortably. It was a long day – nearly 6 hours of 
driving, the Hare hike, and set-up/operating from 3 summits – but I returned just in time to 
freshen up before joining everyone at the convention banquet. 
 

On Saturday, Ozarkcon itself treated me with several informative programs. I came away with 
3 nice prizes, and picked up several invaluable SOTA tips from both the presentations and 
casual conversations with my fellow addicts – er – SOTA-teers. 
 

Sunday morning breakfast was time to say good-bye to friends. However, since I wasn't 
departing until the next day, eventually I needed to stop burning daylight and find another 
summit! NØEVH had alerted me to Boat Mountain, another drive-up just a short distance south 
of the MO-AR border. To be well-rested for the 9 hour drive back home, I limited myself to this 
one activation and spent a few hours operating from Boat before returning to pack. 
 

In 8 days of operating, I activated 19 summits. I had such a great time at Ozarkcon, I've noted 
the dates for next year on my calendar. And our little group already is talking about activating 
additional summits farther south in Arkansas before heading to the convention. 
 

SOTA not only gets you physically active, it also takes you to areas you otherwise might not 
see. I hadn't been to Missouri and Arkansas in a long time and had forgotten the beauty of 
these states. Driving the winding mountain roads between summits provided numerous vistas 
and charming sights. 
 

I hope I've enticed you to explore SOTA yourself. Pick a drive-up summit or one with a short 
hike (or maybe one of the 93,750 summits yet to be activated), invite a ham buddy along, set 
up and spend several hours in nature as you breathe in fresh air, take in the sights and indulge 
our shared hobby. 
 

I look forward to chasing you, logging you as a chaser, or working you S2S before Ozarkcon 
2020! 
 

Paula 

______________________________________________________________________ 

ARRL Field Day, June 22-23, 2019 

Are you planning to operate on Field Day?  Did you know that FD is the largest QRP/Portable 

event of the year?  So don’t miss out.  Get your rig and head out to the park and have some 

fun. 

 



SLQS PTP (Picnic Table Portable)  

Day in the Park  

Five members of the St. Louis QRP Society (SLQS) operated PTP on Wednesday April 10th from Babler 

State Park located in Western St. Louis County, Mo.  The day started out cool but warmed up by about 

11:00.  It was windy all day.  Dave, NFØR and Larry, NØSA brought their radios and antennas.  One 

thing very special to this location is the very low noise levels.  There are no power lines, homes or 

other noise generating items. 

Dave used the bicycle rim mag loop antenna with his FT-817.  Dave was able to make several contacts 

even with the poor bands conditions that we have been experiencing.  

Larry used an EFHW antenna, up about 25’ at the center, with his KX3. There was some discussion 

whether the EFHW antenna required a counterpoise.  So one was added to the antenna.  It did not 

appear to effect the tuning of the antenna.  So some tests were made using the Reverse Beacon 

Network (RBN).  First the counterpoise wire was placed under the antenna.  Second we placed it at 90 

degrees from the feedpoint.  And third it was placed in line off of the feedpoint such as a dipole 

arrangement.  After reviewing the RBN we determined in this installation the counterpoise added no 

benefit to the signal no matter where it was placed. 

It was a fun day and we plan on doing this again soon. 

de KCØPP 

     

If you or your group set up portable for a day of fun, send it to us to share with everyone.  

We want to know what you are doing.  

 

 



OzarkCon 2019 Jeff Logullo NØMII 

The 4 State QRP Group’s annual conference, OzarkCon, has proven once again to be a fine weekend outing of fun, 

education, and camaraderie. The 2019 edition of OzarkCon lived up to and exceeded my expectations. Here’s a brief 

summary. 

First of all, a quick bit of history: this was the ninth 

consecutive year for OzarkCon. With fingers crossed, the 

organizers were happy to announce during the 

conference that we’d set a new high for registrations! In 

total there were 170 registered attendees. And we set a 

new high for number of individual US states represented: 

21. The upward attendance trend continues as the word 

gets out: OzarkCon is a premiere amateur radio event in 

the Midwest! 

OzarkCon veterans couldn’t help but notice that our host 

venue in Branson MO, the Stone Castle Hotel & Conference Center, had just been remodeled and freshened up. The 

rooms and especially the conference center area had been fully renovated. Very nice! 

The conference speaker series began on Friday afternoon, with Dave Cripe NMØS hosting “OCon University: The Final 

Reflection.” Dave talked about transmission lines, SWR, and impedance matching. I was sorry that I couldn’t make 

that session, but I heard it was very well done. (Note to self: plan to clear my calendar and come earlier next year!) 

Later that evening, our dinner speaker was Mr. Bob Heil K9EID. It’s always a pleasure to hear him speak, whether the 

topic is radio, projects he’s working on (updates to the Pine Board Project, a “hollow-state” 5 watt AM transmitter), or 

an anecdote or two from his rock-and-roll audio days. Bob is the host of Ham Nation, an internet-based show all 

about amateur radio. Check it out! 

In my opinion, the mark of a good conference is whether it motivated me to research something, to try something 

new, or to put a new “to do” on my list of projects. I first heard of Heil’s Pine Board project when it was featured on 

the January 2019 cover of QST; hearing him talk about it made me think I should start hunting down the necessary 

parts. 

After dinner was over, it was time for the Build-a-Thon. Always a popular event, this year the 50 builders put together 

the new 40 meter version of NMØS’ Cricket. The Build-a-Thon gives both neophyte and veteran kit builders the 

chance to melt some solder, share tool ideas and builder tips, and just have fun. I was happy to meet some new 

QRPers from my home area—you never know who you’ll meet at OzarkCon! 

I started off Saturday morning with some coffee and a stroll through the combined vendor room and the table of 

entries in the Homebrew Contest and the Wacky Key Contest. This is always a great time to meet up with old friends, 

and to put a face with a call sign for a first “eyeball QSO.” 

After a quick breakfast, at last it was time for the Saturday presentations to begin! First up was Mike Malone KD5KXF, 

whose talk on WW I communications was very enlightening. The idea of a spark gap transmitter is a bit before my 

time, and I’d never even considered that WW I pilots might actually have these things in their airplanes! Sparks and 

aviation fuel definitely do not mix, so it was interesting to hear the details. I made a note to do some reading on WW I 

aviation and about spark gap transmitters, even though I won’t be building one, I don’t think. I had a new 

appreciation for how radio played such an important rule in early wartime aviation. 

http://www.ozarkcon.com/attendanceHistory/index.php
https://bransonstonecastle.com/
https://twit.tv/people/bob-heil
https://heilsound.com/amateur-radio-post/the-pine-board-project/
https://twit.tv/shows/ham-nation
http://www.4sqrp.com/cricket40.php
http://www.ozarkcon.com/homebrewpics.htm


Mike’s talk provided a great foundation for the next presentation by Steve White NUØP. Titled Building a Real Paraset 

or QRP Fights Back, Steve talked about a fascinating project he led—creating a faithful reproduction of the Paraset, 

and helping a group of fellow Iowan hams to build one of their own. I really appreciated the attention to detail, and 

the creative ideas in making a faithful working replica of this piece of radio history. He also spent some time talking 

about a book titled Two Eggs on My Plate by Oluf Olsen, a memoir of a Norwegian resistance operative who used the 

Paraset during WW II. A few taps on my phone and I was able to find and order a used copy of the book. 

Next up was a talk about SOTA operation—Summits On The Air. John Watkins N0EVH gave a good summary of this 

popular worldwide activity, and there’s something for everybody, whether you’re a “mountain goat” or a “shack 

sloth.” According to John (SOTA Association Manager for Missouri), there were over 4 million SOTA QSOs made in the 

last few years. And if you think about it, SOTA ops are usually carrying their gear up to those summits, so QRP is a 

natural choice. If you’re interested in the outdoor challenge of being a SOTA goat, or if you’d like to find a new shack 

activity akin to contesting but without the need to devote an entire weekend to it, give SOTA a look. 

Next up was something a little different for OzarkCon: we had a “lighting talk” delivered by Bryan Nehl KØEMT. 

Lightning talks are typically no longer than 5 or 10 minutes, and are structured to convey a lot of information, quickly. 

Bryan’s info blitz was all about portable antenna masts: what he uses, how he customizes and fine-tunes them, and 

how they’re used for portable operation. I thought his talk was super—I jotted some quick notes, and I’ve already 

implemented many of his suggestions on some of my portable masts. I also hope that future OzarkCon events can 

feature lightning talks—I think the format is great. 

What comes after lightning? Why, thunder of course! Barry Buelow WØIY set out to cover two free software 

packages: KiCAD for electronic circuit/schematic/PC board layouts, and FreeCAD for creating 3D objects destined to 

be 3D printed. It was ambitious to be sure—and Barry made the best use of the limited time to give us a “drinking 

from the fire hose” treatment of both packages. I’ve got KiCAD loaded on my computer at home as a result, and what 

I learned during Barry’s talk gave us a good foundation for getting started. (I bookmarked FreeCAD too!) He also 

recommended YouTube videos by searching for Chris Gammell, and for Shawn from DigiKey. I wonder if future 

OzarkCon formats might feature something like a “hands-on evening,” maybe in parallel with the Build-a-Thon, where 

we could have a deeper dive into this program. Until then, I enjoyed Barry’s talk a lot. 

If you’ve been on the [4SQRP] reflector, you may have read about 4 State’s new DMR talk group (TG 31654). DMR is 

arguably the fastest-growing of the digital voice technologies today. Will Osborn KØDWO and John Lucas KØJDL gave 

a nice introductory talk about DMR, and shared a list of useful DMR online resources. Don’t forget that 4SQRP has a 

Groups.io list dedicated to DMR, so be sure to sign up if you need help getting started. 

Rounding out the talks was Dave Cripe NMØS, giving us a review of recent 4 State kits (Hilltopper 40, the Cricket 40, 

and the 4S High Pass Filter), as well as a look ahead at what he’s working on at the design bench. Namely, the 

Nouveau 75, a QRP AM transceiver. It’s expected to be available very soon—stay tuned! 

With the talks concluded, we wrapped up with the ever-popular drawing for prizes, ably conducted by Ed and Karen 

Meyer, WG5F and W5KKM. When the last ticket number was read, it was time for the Hidden Oscillator Hunt, hosted 

by Bill Dekle KV6Z. After which… it was time to start planning for attending the next OzarkCon. Are you ready? 

As I said earlier, I judge a conference by the list of “to dos” I’ve recorded in my notes when it’s over. In that regard, 

this year’s OzarkCon was definitely a winner. Please plan to join us next year! 

One final note: Kevin Tissot K9NSE did some recording of much of the proceedings and posted the result to YouTube. 

You can see it by visiting Kevin’s web site and using the link in his blog entry for OzarkCon 2019. 

https://www.qrz.com/lookup/n0evh
https://www.sota.org.uk/Association/W0M
https://www.qrz.com/lookup/k0emt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iTyi3RvNoB0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vaCVh2SAZY4
https://4sqrp.groups.io/g/DigitalFM
http://www.4sqrp.com/hilltopper-40.php
http://www.4sqrp.com/cricket40.php
http://www.4sqrp.com/4S-HPF.php
https://www.nselabs.com/2019/04/13/ozarkcon-2019/


Thanks to Darryl, KK5IB for providing the photos 

     

                    Emcee, N0MII                            Banquet Host, K9EID 

 

   

Banquet was well attended 



     

                    Registration                                   Homebrew Contest 

   

Lining up to claim prizes 

   

Special event station WQ5RP on the air as well on the dummy load 



Kit Building Session 

 

 

   

 

http://www.ozarkcon.com/BuildSessions/BuildingWorkshop2019.php


 

   

NMØS with the new 75 Meter AM Rig  

Coming Soon  

 

 



  

   



   

                                              Lunch 

 

   

 

 



   

   

                                            St. Louis QRP Society  
 

     



Join us in the monthly Second Sunday Sprint 

 

Every month on the evening of the 2nd Sunday, 4SQRP puts on its Second Sunday Sprint.  The sprint 

runs from 7:00 pm until 9:00 pm Central time (CST or CDT, whichever is in effect at the time).  Full 

contest rules can be found on 4SQRP.com under “4SQRP on air activities”. 

 

This is a very informal sprint.  While it is open to CW and SSB contesters alike, the vast majority of 

QSO's are CW, mainly because sideband QRP QSO's are much more difficult, especially when 

propagation is poor (like now).  Recommended frequencies are listed in the contest rules.  The 

recommended code speed is whatever speed you can reliably send and copy.  If you enter often, you 

may see your code speed increase.  5 WPM is not a problem.  If  your contact wants to get QSO points, 

he'll slow down for you.   

 

The member with the highest score each month gets a certificate (via email) proclaiming him to be the 

winner for that month.  The people with the three highest cumulative scores at the end of the year 

each get certificates as well.  Winning a certificate for the year requires you to pretty much enter the 

contest every month and to do fairly well each month.  Winning a monthly certificate only requires you 

to have the highest score for that month.  Even if you enter the contest only once all year and happen 

to have the highest score that month, you will win a certificate.  Think of it as 13 contests in one, 12 

monthly and 1 annual contest. 

 

The winner for April was Carl, WB0CFF with 20 QSO points.  The cumulative score leaders up to now 

are Chas (W2SH) with 52 points, Nick (WB5BKL) with 45 points, and Carl (WB0CFF) with 38 points.  That 

can easily change between now and the end of the year. 

 

The next Second Sunday Sprint is scheduled for June 9th.  Hope you are able to participate.  Reporting 

your score is very easy.  Go to qrpcontest.com/4sqrp.  If you have questions, email me.  The link to my 

email address is listed on the 4SQRP website, same place as the contest rules. 

 

72, 

John, AA0VE 

4SQRP Contest Coordinator 

 

 



Four State QRP Comfortable nets 
meet each Wednesday night beginning at 20:00 Central Time.Add anything to the 

exchange that you wish, temp, rig, ant, etc. 

Checking into all, sessions is encouraged. We call it the "Clean Sweep".  

 20:00 CT ... 40M CW Net on 7122 - WQ5RP/ACØBQ/KV6Z NCS 

 20:30 CT ... 80M CW Net on 3564 - WQ5RP/WAØITP NCS 

 21:00 CT ... 80M PSK Net on 3580.5 - WQ5RP/NØTGR NCS 

All are welcome! 

____________________________________________ 

Second Sunday Sprint 
Occurs on the second Sunday of each month, 7 to 9 PM Central 

Any mode, any band (except WARC & 60 mtrs) - 

 Suggested frequencies: standard calling freq. plus 7122 and 3564 (CW), and 

3985, 7285, and 14285 (SB). 

as well as the usual QRP watering holes. 

QSO's with the same station on different bands are allowed. CW and SB portions of 

a band count as two bands. 

 Calling CQ is suggested to be "CQ 4S" 

 Exchange is "RST, SPC, member number (power if non-member)" 

 5 Watts max CW, 10 Watts PEP max SB. 

The station with the most contacts each month will be emailed a certificate. 

Furthermore, the top three stations with the most SSS contacts during the year will 

also receive certificates via email. 

Scores are submitted via the qrpcontest.com/4sqrp website (compliments of 

W8DIZ). 

For full details, please download the complete rules (PDF) here. 

For questions, please contact John (AA0VE): SecondSundaySprint@4sqrp.com 

 

 

 

http://www.qrpcontest.com/4sqrp
http://www.4sqrp.com/SSS/sss_rules.pdf
mailto:SecondSundaySprint@4sqrp/com?Subject=Second%20Sunday%20Sprint%20Question


* NEW! * Wednesday evening DMR Voice Net will be at (Thursday) 0300 UTC 

(9:00PM Central Time Wednesday/) Four States QRP has a Brandmeister DMR Talk 

Group (TG31654). Join us to discuss QRP, ask questions, or just ragchew. The 

Wednesday net is a directed net but any other time you may use the Talk Group to 

chat with other QRPers. Net Control operator is Bert N0  YJ.  

 

For information and help, check out the DMR subgoup on 4sqrp.groups.io 

https://4sqrp.groups.io/g/DigitalFM 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

Thursday Morning 

The Four State morning net has been convened for members who like to start the day on 

the air. 

We meet each Thursday morning at 8:00 AM Central on 7122 kc. 

7122 has become the Four State 40M hangout frequency, and often members can be found 

there on any morning. 

 

 

Editors Note: 

Articles are needed to make every Banner issue successful.  If you have something of 

interest please send it to the editor at the email address below.  You do not need to send 

a finished article.  You can send some comments, notes, etc. and I can put it all together 

for you.  Pictures are always of interest.  Some of the items of interest would be outings 

and /or operating events by yourself or a group, construction whether equipment, 

antennas, accessories, QRP Field Day, SOTA, etc.  Anything QRP is welcome. 

 

editorqrpbanner@gmail.com 
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